
NORTHERN ITALY 
With Opera on the Top! 

This tour is crafted specifically to combine the musical, gastronomic and hidden artistic 
delights of Northern Italy.  On the tour you will enjoy fantastic performances in historical 
theaters in Parma, Busseto and Venice. This region contains beautiful villages that attest 
to its rich history, including Byzantine, Roman and Renaissance towns.  This region is 
also known for amazing food, wine and balsamic vinegar.  It is the homeland of the 
composer Verdi, the famous luthier, Stradivari, and is the home of Ferrari too.  There is 
something for everyone!  The tour begins in Parma and ends in Venice.  

Highlights include: 
• 10-day privately guided tour of Northern Italy, including: Parma, Mantua, Verona, 

Cremona and Venice 
• 9 nights in luxury, boutique, historical hotels 
• Opera performances (Rigoletto, The Barber of Seville and the Lombards on the First 

Crusade) 
• Private minibus transportation 
• Unique tours to famous producers of Wine, Parmigiano, Prosciutto, Balsamic Vinegar, 

and more 
• Entry, with private guides, to local UNESCO world heritage sites 
• All breakfasts, 4 lunches and 6 dinners 
• An optional add-on experience: Test-drive a Ferrari 

DAY 1: Let’s Meet in Parma! We will meet in the afternoon for a leisurely walk around 
the city to orient ourselves.  Along the way we will see some of the principal monuments 
of the city.  We will conclude with a dinner at a typical restaurant. 

DAY 2: All day Parma The morning will be spent enjoying the sites with a private guide 
in Parma.  You will have free time in the afternoon. Evening Opera performance 

DAY 3: Let’s head to Cremona On our way we will stop at a Parmigiano dairy to witness 
the production of the King of Cheeses, followed by a visit to a local winery and a historic 
castle.  We will be lodging at the Inn of a historic castle. 

Day 4: From Stradivari’s home to Verdi’s! We will start the day in Cremona, home of 
Stradivari and other famous luthiers.  We will visit the extraordinary cathedral (often 
called the Sistine Chapel of the north), the bell tower and the beautiful violin museum. 
Later in the afternoon we will head towards Busseto. We will be spending the night at a 
historic farm that produces a specialty prosciutto. Evening performance 



 Day 5: Verdi’s Birthplace We will get a tour of the historic farm and prosciutto 
production in the morning and then enjoy a private tour of Verdi’s villa. 

DAY 6: On to Verona 
On our way to Verona we will stop for lunch and sightseeing in Mantua, where the 
famous Camera degli Sposi (Bridal Suite) can be seen.  We will enjoy a walking tour in 
Verona. 

DAY 7: All about Verona. Today will be dedicated to exploring Verona.  We will spend a 
part of the day with a private guide to show us the highlights.  You will have the rest of 
the day to enjoy all that Verona has to offer. 

DAY 8: Off to Venice We will make our way to the one and only: Venice.  Along the way, 
we will stop to visit one of the famous villas in the area.  We will spend two nights in a 
historic, centrally-located boutique hotel. Evening performance. 

DAY 9: Venice all for You by Day, The morning will include a private tour and then you 
will have the rest of the day to spend as you please. Optional afternoon tour to Murano 
and Burano. 

DAY 10: Arrivederci! 

Cost: Euro 4950/person (single supplement is Euro 900)  
Tour costs include land expenses: all hotels, land transportation, group activities, museum 
entry fees, and meals (except for a few independent meals as indicated in itineraries). 
Airfare is not included.  On our tours you will enjoy 4-star/boutique hotels.  Hotels are 
chosen for the services, amenities, location, and character that they offer.  Land 
transportation is in a private Mercedes (or similar) minivan.  Restaurants have been 
selected for the quality meals and atmosphere that they offer.  Meals include multiple 
courses, wine, water and coffee.   

Prices indicated are for groups of minimum 8 people, maximum 14.  Prices for smaller or 
larger groups will vary.  All prices are indicated in Euro.  Payments will be made in US 
dollars (prices will be converted when final payment is due).   
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